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SURFUNGUS - DAY 3 (PART II) 


February 28, 2020 


(Read Part | here) 


Luckily, the concert was right down the road from our motel. Originally after looking at the 
distance between the motel and restaurant, Amanda and | thought, “Oh, we can just walk to 
that..."- No way. After driving all day and the way maps of the areas that we are not familiar 
with, make driving distances look like walking distances. So when we realized the true 
distance, we were so glad we drove to the club instead of walking. We arrived and parked 
behind the building the club is part of, and next to the other shops that are behind it. | paid 
the $10 per person door entrance fee, and we started looking around for a seat to sit so that 
we could order some food since Amanda and | were starving. This place was packed, and the 
first musician had already started playing before we arrived. After looking, we finally found a 
padded booth (that Amanda would need because of her back) that had a table and more 
chairs placed in front of it so it could hold more people. We asked the two couples already 
sitting in the booth if we could sit in the spot that wasn't being used. They said “Yes”, and so we 
sat down and started listening to the first performers play, J. Cabrera. I’m not too familiar with 
his work. Because the stage was very close to us and the music was really loud, | was smart 
because of how loud the Jimmy Buffett concert was (blog link), that | brought foam earplugs 
for us to use. We put them in and continued listening to the music, until a waiter brought us a 


menu and asked us if we wanted to start off with any drinks. We ordered the drinks we 


wanted, then looked over the menu. | had to have myself a pizza, and Amanda ordered pasta. 


That plastic cup, was Amanda’s $10 alcoholic mixed drink. :/ 


One of the gentlemen sitting with us in the booth had a Ziggens t-shirt on. | thought, “Oh cool, 
another fan”. There was something else about him that neither Amanda nor | knew about him 


until later that the evening. 


After ordering beers and our food, we started eating. We continued listening to the musician, 
until the new band came on stage. Their name was Modern Bronze. They reminded me of 


Jefferson Airplane and Sneaker Pimps. 


With drinks in us, and the last band now finished with their set, we had to use the restroom. | 
had to wait in a small line, but when | was able to walk into the men’s room, | was blown away 
to see that the entire bathroom was completely covered with stickers of bands and anything 
else you can think of that guests had placed on any area they could. 


We walked back to our seats and sat back down to watch the next performer, Mike Watt [wiki]. 
| know of Mike Watt from the Sublime: Stories, Tales, Lies and Exaggerations (1999, |MDb) video 
released over 20 years ago... but at the time they interviewed Mike, he had a beard. [You can 
find the video on YouTube if you have a couple hours and want to watch it] 


mike watt 


Screenshots from Sublime: Stories, Tales, Lies and Exaggerations (1999) 


Well, 20 plus years later, he has of course shaved his beard off, lost some weight, and has 
aged a little. | tried downloading and listening to his music a week prior, but what he was 
playing wasn't recognizable from what | listened to. While he was playing his set, he had an 
artist behind him paint on a whiteboard, and then would keep erasing and painting something 
completely new every 5 to 8 minutes. What he was painting, was something related to the 
song or just something random. It was very interesting to watch someone do that, on top of 


listening to the music. 
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After Mike performed, The Ziggens came up and got their instruments and equipment ready 


to play. 


Before | continue about The Ziggens performance, that night was also a farewell party for the 
restaurant owner and his wife. My guess is that he was retiring and that night was to say 
goodbye from anyone who wanted to come in and say goodbye. Someone from the bar took 
the mike stand in between one of the shows, and said for the owner and his wife to come up 
to present them with a few gifts... such as a guitar signed by all the band members that 
performed that night, and an enlarged photograph printed on canvas taken years ago. Well, 
remember the gentlemen sitting with us wearing The Ziggens shirt... He was the owner. | was 
blown away because | didn’t know that was him, also, because I've never met or seen photos 
of him. After coming back earlier from the restroom, | saw that there was a sign on the table 


that said “Reserved”, but they were still kind enough to let Amanda and | sit there. So | never 


got to say thank you to him or his wife for letting us sit there, even though they could have 
said “No” or pointed at the “Reserved” sign. | know that he is not the owner anymore, but if you 
are ever in the area of the restaurant when you are in Long Beach, be sure to stop in for a 
meal and/or a drink. 
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Okay, The Ziggens. While getting pictures ready to post here, | realized that | didn’t have as 
many videos as | thought | recorded. So while | recorded a few songs, | would try to take 
pictures as well to hopefully get those rare great photographs of the bands rocking. 


| loved Bert's (the lead singer) white t-shirt when they hopped up on stage. It said, “JERK”. Right 
before they started playing, he said that “he realized Gwen [Stefani] changes into different 


outfits throughout her shows in Vegas. So he is going to do the same thing halfway during 


their show.” 
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They started playing, and me being me, | couldn't help but sing along to their songs. | did the 
same thing at the Buffett concert too. Halfway during their performance time, Bert let one of 
the other band members take over and sing random material while he hopped off stage to go 


and change. Basically, | believe he just took the shirt off and flipped it inside out, so “JERK” 


wasn't showing anymore... but, he did bring out the marching band leader's hat that he is 


known to wear. 
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Added by myself in May 2021, this is currently the main photo of the band on Wikipedia. The only 


other photo of mine used on Wikipedia is the one | took of Preston High School. 


They continued to play, and even played a sample of a new song on the new album they will 
be releasing this summer. | was laughing when they sang that. 


This is a new 5 minute video of them performing... 


(Note: They played more songs, but | wanted to enjoy the show too.) 


They finished up with a few more songs and then called it a night. By that time, it was 1AM. | 
wanted to say hi to the band or talk with them, but there was already a crowd, and so Amanda 
and | headed out to the car so that we could head back to the motel. Drove back, parked, and 
went to bed. 


2022 Update: 
The Ziggens released a few singles in medialand in 2021, and one of the album covers was 
taken in this bar. How do | know? Look at the similarities in the booth chairs and walls ... 


2024 Update... 

Due to Bert's Suzanka’s passing on August 17, 2024, | can not find any other information to 
prove that The Ziggens played any more shows... Therefore, | consider this to be their last 
show. RIP Bert. Rock on with Brad (Sublime) 


2024 Update No. 2... 

| was notified that Amanda passed away August 26, 2024. Although we went our separate 
ways in 2021, | am grateful for the time we did get to spend together and the memories that 
were made during that time. RIP. 
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